Cunco reservoir: 140.000 m2 of impermeable geomembrane liner.

Minimizing our Water Footprint

MONTES REDUCES WATER USE BY 65%
The Viña Montes philosophy has always been to

Our Dry Farming system is one result of this work.

make wines of the highest quality, while caring for

By studying different levels of irrigation and vines’

the environment and those who work with us;

adaptation to water stress, we have been able to

developing a culture of sustainability throughout the

reduce our water use by 65% — equivalent to the

winemaking process.

average annual consumption of 20,000 people.

Our special way of doing things drives the

This tremendous achievement has served as an

behind-the-scenes work which ensures

incentive for us to continue researching, to

that every step we take is a real and

look for new ways and means of

ongoing contribution to conserving

lowering further our water consumption.

and caring for the environment.

In this spirit, and with an investment
of more than half a million dollars, we

Acutely conscious of climate change

have been working to prevent water

and its effect on rainfall and water

leakage from our reservoirs. More

availability in Chile, we at Montes have

specifically, we have developed a pilot plan

made caring about our water footprint a priority. For

for the Cunco reservoir, located at the centre of our

more than a decade, our Research and Development

El Arcángel de Marchigüe estate in the Colchagua Valley.

Team has dedicated substantial amounts of time and
effort to developing and introducing practices that

Measurements showed that this reservoir was

reduce our water consumption, both in the vineyards

leaking water at a considerable rate — as much as

and in our winemaking processes.

7 liters per second.

www.monteswines.com

That’s more than 100,000 m3 of water per year, the

This project to waterproof what is one of the largest

same quantity used to irrigate 100 hectares of our

reservoirs in Chile (outside the mining industry)

Marchigüe estate for a complete season of six

in late April 2016 was an impressive feat of

months. The project consisted of waterproofing the

engineering, involving the removal of tons of bushes

reservoir by coating it with more than 140,000 m2 of

and weeds, and the levelling and compacting of

an impermeable geomembrane liner, which reduced

terrain, all within a period of just 60 days.

the leakage to zero. Before carrying out the project,
the reservoir could only hold 150,000 m3 of water,

It was further progress in the reduction of our water

because when any more was held the leakage was

footprint, while providing sufficient water for the

greater than 7 liters per second and unsustainable.

vineyards. And work continues, as we study the potential

Waterproofing it has allowed us to store 420,000

m3.

use of geomembranes in two additional reservoirs.
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